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“He fought to win, but not at any price. 
He sought victory on his own terms.”

There are few memorials to
Sir Harry Chauvel or grand statues. 
The men he led and who admired him 
so much are gone, yet other leaders 
of his time and achievements are still 
recalled. Why not him? The answer 
may well lie in the man himself. 
He was humble, modest and self-
eff acing despite the enormity of all 
his accomplishments. When asked 
why he had not written an account of 
his wartime experiences he remarked 
simply, “Leave it alone. These things 
will come into focus in time.”



THE SOLDIER

General Sir Harry Chauvel was 
an outstanding military leader. 
He served in three wars over 
half a century and led the army 
in peacetime.  He grew up in 
Tabulam in northern New South 
Wales.  After initial service in South 
Africa he commanded the 1st 
Light Horse Brigade at Gallipoli. 
A year later he led his Division across the Sinai 
to spectacular success at Romani, Rafa and Maghdaba. 
As commander of the entire Desert Mounted Corps, he is 
best known for the successful charge at Beersheba in 1917
and a year later for the triumphal capture of Damascus.

On his return to Australia following the end of the First 
World War, Chauvel was appointed Inspector General 
and then Chief of the General Staff . In 1929, he was 
promoted to the rank of full General in appreciation of 
his distinguished career.  With foresight of likely future 
confl ict, Sir Harry strove to establish, preserve and train 
the Australian Army as a peacetime force.  He retired 
from the Army in 1930 and as a man who thought of 
others before himself, he continued to serve the nation 
in a wide variety of involvements.

He was director of several companies including 
the National Australia Bank.  As Chairman of both 
the Australian War Memorial and the Shrine of 
Remembrance and patron of Melbourne Legacy, 
Chauvel worked to preserve the memories of those 
servicemen who were not fortunate enough to return 
home and for the welfare of those who did.  During 
the Second World War Chauvel served his country 
as Inspector-in-Chief of the Volunteer Defence Corps 
until his death in 1945. 

Please join us in building the the General Sir Harry 
Chauvel Foundation to inspire all Australians in building 
a stronger nation through service to community. 

THE FOUNDATION

The Chauvel Foundation is a not for profi t ACNC 
Registered Australian Charity (A0095567J). Its 
purpose is to promote, support and inspire service 
to community by building public awareness of the 
attributes, dedication and accomplishments of the 
Australian Light Horse and their greatest commander, 
General Sir Harry Chauvel. 

Through three programs that bring this culturally 
signifi cant heritage into public view, the Foundation will 
lead all Australians to building a stronger nation through 
community engagement and to recognise those who 
currently espouse the values and integrity that Sir Harry 
displayed throughout a life dedicated to public service.

Online Anthology: The Light Horse 
Legend: Past and Present

Do you have a forgotten Light Horseman in your 
family? Do you know his story?  Do you have any Light 
Horsemen listed on your local war memorial? Have 
you ever wondered what those men did, how they 
served their country and what happened to them?
And what about those Light Horsemen whose names 
do not appear on any memorial and perhaps 
returned home to serve their local communities in an 
eff ort to make a diff erence to people’s lives? 

The Foundation’s online Light Horse Anthology 
enables people to share stories, search for information, 
and bring the legend to life.  Contributors include 
family descendants, school students, currently-serving 
soldiers and professional historians. Visit the Anthology 
at www.chauvelfoundation.com/the-anthology

The General Sir 
Harry Chauvel 
Awards

The Foundation is considering 
a series of awards to 
recognise the qualities and 
eff orts of General Sir Harry 
Chauvel: resilience; civilian and military leadership; arts; 
and the indigenous contribution to Australian society.

The General 
Sir Harry Chauvel Memorial
Renowned Melbourne sculptor Louis Laumen’s 
equestrian maquette of General Sir Harry Chauvel was 
unveiled in October 2017.  Louis Laumen’s bronzed 
bust of Sir Harry was presented to the Shrine of  
Remembrance on 25 September  2018. The life-sized 
statue is planned for completion by 2025.

The Foundation does not seek to glorify war 
but rather to highlight the qualities of those 
Australians who served and continue to serve 
their nation in peacetime.  The Foundation’s 
commemorative program was launched 
on 11 November 2017 during the centenary 
commemoration of the Battle of Beersheba.


